The declaration, whose original texts are in French and Italian, has the form of a statement of principles which has to be implemented through the adoption of corresponding legislation by the states concerned. In the case of Monaco, a sovereign order has already been enacted (No. 10.798 of 15 February 1993 , in Journal de Monaco of 19 February 1993 , which, inter alia, prohibits the catching or hunting or marine mammals, as well as the use of driftnets. Actually, several provisions of the declaration, far from being vague (as sometimes happens with environmentally wishful statements), are worth noticing for their precise content.
In the preamble, the parties consider the serious threats existing for marine mammals and their habitats in the Mediterranean, as well as the fact that the waters between Corsica, Liguria and Provence are a particularly important area of distribution of these animals. They also recall no fewer than fourteen international treaties, resolutions and other instruments upon which their action can be based. The most relevant of them is perhaps the Action Plan for the Conservation of Cetaceans in the Mediterranean, which was adopted at the 7th meeting (Cairo, 8-11 October 1911) of the parties to the 1976 Barcelona Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution.
The Content of the Declaration
The main provisions of the declaration, which comprises 12 articles, may be summarized as follows. An international marine sanctuary is established in the marine area between Corsica (France), Liguria (Italy) and Provence (France, Monaco) with the objective of protecting all species of marine mammals (Art. 1). It is clearly stated that the sanctuary includes the marine internal waters and the territorial sea of the three states, as well as the high seas.
As regards its precise delimitation, the sanctuary includes the marine areas within the following limits (Art. 4). To the West: a line from Point Escampobariou (the western point of Giens peninsula: 43°Ol'40"N, 06°06'00"E) to cape Falcone (40°58'30"N, 08°11'50"E), located at the western extremity of the Asinara gulf (northern Sardinia).
To the East: a line from cape Corso (43°00'45"N, 09°25'05"E) to point Bianca (eastern point of the La Spezia gulf: 44°02'05"N, 09°58'35"E).
To the South: a line from cape Ferro in Sardinia (41°09'25"N, 09°32'00"E) to point Chiappa in Corsica (41°35'00"N, 09°22'00"E). An unofficial map (Fig. 1, kindly provided by G. Francalanci) showing such limits is annexed to this comment. The limits may be extended by the signatories, except in the case of an objection by any one of them.
The signatories undertake to adopt the measures which are necessary to ensure a favourable level of conservation of marine mammals, in order to protect them and their habitats from negative impacts, both direct and indirect (Art. 5). The level of conservation is deemed to be "favourable", when the knowledge of the populations shows that the marine mammals in the region constitute a vital element of the ecosystems to which they belong (Art. 2). The term "habitat" means all of the area of distribution of marine mammals, or a part of it, in which appropriate conditions of existence are found.
According to Article 6, the signatories prohibit in the sanctuary any deliberate catch or harassment of marine mammals. All ships are prohibited from the use and possession of driftnets for fishing pelagic species. Research activities requiring the catching of marine mammals are permitted only if they comply with the objectives of the declaration and are subject to authorization by the competent authorities. With respect to ships flying their flag, the signatories undertake to regulate fishing methods which could, in the light of scientific assessment, lead to the catching of marine mammals and affect their food reserves, taking into account the risk of fishing engines being lost or discarded at sea. Off-shore races and the watching of marine mammals for tourist purposes are to be regulated and, if appropriate, prohibited (Art. 8). The signatories will establish an Authority which is entrusted with the competence of coordinating the management of the sanctuary (Art. 3). They promote, under the co-ordination of the Authority, the carrying out of research programmes, at the national, European and international levels, aiming at the furtherance of the measures adopted within the framework of the declaration. They will also promote campaigns for the information of the public. The signatories also undertake to strengthen monitoring in the sanctuary and to increase the fight against any kind of pollution which may have a direct or indirect impact on the state of conservation of marine mammals (Art. 7). The control of, and the compliance with, the provisions of the declaration is ensured by the national agencies in charge of maritime surveillance.
If needed, the parties will facilitate the reciprocal use of ports and airports through simplified procedures (Art. 10).
Finally, the signatory ministers invite the competent authorities of other Mediterranean States to act in the direction followed in the declaration, especially as
